Newsletter Friday 4th December 2020

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we draw closer to the end of the term I am looking at children across the academy who have received platinum cards this
term. As you know, at the end of each term any children who have received 6 platinum cards or more are eligible for a lovely
prize. It is a prize worth winning! Last year the prize winner decided to buy themselves a laptop!
I will be letting the lucky child know who the winner is during the last week of term.
Finally, I have two pieces of sad news to share with you,
Mrs Carr, our wonderful Nursery teacher, will be leaving us at the end of this term. Mrs Carr has been at Wolsey / Tudor for
ten years and she has been a superb addition to our team. Mrs Carr has decided that, during this uncertain time, she would
like to spend more time with her husband. She will of course be very much missed.
Miss Ellie Logan will be our new Nursery teacher. To ensure a smooth handover, Miss Logan will be joining us on
14thDecember so she can get to know you and your children in readiness for January.
As you know Tudor Academy is part of STEP Academy Trust. Our mission where we have the capacity to do so, is to support
struggling schools. Mrs Miskelly has been Head of School at Tudor Academy for the past 3 years. She has been instrumental
in moving our school forward and in ensuring data and behaviour are exceptional across the Academy. For Mrs Miskelly it is
now time to lead her own Academy. Mrs Miskelly will be moving to Beddington Park Academy, which has recently joined
STEP Trust, in January on a 2-term secondment where she will take the role of Head of School.
I know you will join me in wishing Mrs Carr and Mrs Miskelly well.
Please see page 5 for details on our different year group closing times on Friday 18th December Christmas Holiday Closure.
A huge thank you to Mr and Mrs Lurkin and family for donating our beautiful Christmas Tree’s! They are fantastic!
21 sleeps until Santa!
With snow on the way, I hope you all have a lovely weekend!
Claire Majumdar
Head Teacher

NURSERY
We have been working so hard in Nursery. The Theme we are looking at this week is called
Autumn Antics. We have introduced many books related to Autumn this week, including ‘Chicken Little’.
The books will be used in the library, in other Learning Labs and during other classroom activities .
In Maths we are looking at counting objects up to 5 and recognising numbers to 5.
Please continue to log in to the home learning.
RECEPTION

We have had a fantastic week in Reception! This week we have been continuing the theme of
Season of Plenty. The focus of changes in Autumn has continued this week with your child learning
about harvesting fruits and vegetables. They have had many opportunities to see, smell and taste the
bounty of Autumn.
As the children work in the labs they have been involved in observing, measuring, sorting by size and
even cooking some of the many fruits of the harvest.
Please continue to login to the home learning.
YEAR 1

Year 1 have had a great week this week. In Maths we have had lots of fun learning how to double
numbers. In RE we have started learning about the Christmas story and how some people from all over
the world might celebrate Christmas. In Science we have continued to discuss the human body and its
different functions. We have started learning about how humans have senses and how these are used
daily.
The children in Year 1 have enjoyed accessing the Mathletics activities that are set for them weekly.
Please continue to log into Mathletics and complete the weekly tasks that have been assigned for your
child.
YEAR 2

This week Year 2 have been practising their phonics and the Year 2 teachers are so proud of the progress
the children are making! We have been comparing different digraphs that make the same sound and the
children are demonstrating their knowledge. Please keep up the hard work year 2 and make sure you
keep practising your phonics at home using the booklets that were sent out in Autumn 1.
Year 2 have also been sewing their hand puppets this week and have been showing resilience when
faced with a knotted thread. They have been so pleased with their sewing and are enjoying learning how
to do a running stitch. This has been a new experience for some of the children and it has been very
exciting! In Maths, we have begun our unit on measure and we have been busy measuring lots of
different areas of the classroom and objects in metres and centimetres. Well done Year 2!!
YEAR 3

Another fabulous week at Tudor Academy!
Weather is getting cooler, but we don't mind! We hope to see some snow to add to our Christmas
Spirit!
In Maths, we are learning about column addition and subtraction. It is actually quite fun when we need
to exchange and regroup.
In our discovery lessons, we are learning about the Amazonian habitats. There are so many interesting
species in the Amazon! Our Amazonian habitat displays are looking fantastic. We had lots of fun making
them.

YEAR 5

This week we have been working hard in Year 5 and we have really enjoyed our learning!
In Science we have been learning about how the seasons are created and have been working super hard
on making our presentations in Geography the best that they can be!
In Maths we have been learning about perimeter and how we can work out the perimeter of rectilinear
and compound shapes!
We have given the children their accelerated reader books which they should have taken home, please
make sure that your child only brings the book back when they have finished the whole book. They will
then be changed so that the children will then bring another book home!

A great week for attendance at Tudor! On Thursday we achieved 96% which is so close to our
target. We enjoy seeing our pupils in school every day and we are so pleased attendance is good.
We sent a ParentMail in the week reminding parents that if someone in your household tests positive for
Coronavirus, your child must be absent from school for 14 days. Whilst the person who has tested
positive only needs to isolate for 10 days. The incubation period has to be taken in to consideration so
that is why Public Health require a 14 day isolation from other family members.
We normally award a prize to someone with 100% attendance in KS1 and KS2 at the end of every
term. Due to the current situation, we have decided that this term that will not take place.
However, when we return after Christmas, we will start the term with 100% attendance for all of our
pupils and will award a prize at Easter. We appreciate the efforts all of our families have made to ensure
their children attend school every day this term under challenging circumstances and would find it hard
just to reward 2 pupils.
We now have two full weeks of school before we break up on Friday 18 th December 2020.
It would be amazing if we could have as full attendance as much as possible to end the year and possibly
reach our target of 97%. Punctuality in KS2 also needs to improve as we are having quite a few children
arrive after 08:55. If children arrive after this time they MUST sign in with the member of staff on the
playground and collect a slip to give to their teacher. Teachers will send children back who have not got
a slip as registers are completed promptly.
We hope you can understand why we have this arrangement in place – safeguarding our pupils is our
priority.

PLATINUM WINNERS!!!
Andy, Isaac, Khyana, Roman,
Zaharah & Sarah

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

SEND reviews are continuing to take place in December. These meetings will take place via Zoom and Mrs Booth will be sending the link out to you shortly.
If you have any new questions related to Special Educational Needs and support your child may need, please speak to your
child’s teacher first.
You can also get in touch via email with details of your enquiry
Email Address: sendco@tudoracademy.org
In addition Mrs Booth our SENDCO will also be available in the playground between 8:45 to 9am and 2:45 to 3:05pm on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
Friday 18th December Christmas Holiday Closure
Nursery: There will be no afternoon session. School will end for morning nursery children at 11.30am, or 12pm if they
stay for lunch.
Reception: School will end at 12.40pm. Children will be dismissed from the reception class playground.
Years 1 and 2: School will end at 12.50pm. Year 2 children will be dismissed from the small hall as usual, year 1 will be
dismissed from the front KS1 playground as usual.
Years 3 and 4: School will end at 1.00pm. They will be dismissed from the KS2 playground as usual.
Years 5 and 6: School will end at 1.10pm. The children will be dismissed from the KS2 playground as usual.
The children will have lunch before they leave school.
Please support us by collecting your child promptly. This will enable us to deep clean the whole Academy in preparation for
our January return.
School will return on Monday 4th January for all children.

WORD OF THE WEEK
Our ‘Word of the week’ is Element
Definition: An element is a pure substance that is made up from a single type of atom
Example to use in a sentence: Elements found on Earth and Mars are exactly the same
Please encourage your child to use the word “Element” as many times as possible!

STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021
AUTUMN TERM Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)
Half Term Break Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)
Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)
Christmas Break Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021
SPRING TERM Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)
Half Term Break Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021
Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)
Easter Break Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021
SUMMER TERM Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)
May Day Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2021
Half Term Break Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2021
Monday 7 June – Friday 23 July 2021 (35 days)

INSET
Wednesday 2 September 2020
Monday 26 July 2021 - STEP INSET

