Newsletter Friday 13th November 2020

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers,
This has been a lovely first week back with so much happening!
As you know we are looking carefully at our curriculum and the resources the children use to ensure
they are inclusive. We had already purchased additional resources, but during the holidays
Mrs McCarthy and Miss Campbell found out they had been awarded a fund to enable us to buy
additional books for our library. Thank you to Mrs McCarthy and Mrs Campbell!
This week I sent out to you a message regarding the consultation to reduce Tudor Academy from a
3-form entry to a 2-form entry school. I need your help in making this decision. Today your child will
come home with the feedback form for you and we ask you to add your comments about this. Nothing
will happen for a few years, but together we need to make the right decision.
For a number of reasons, this year we have reduced charity days and non-uniform days.
We will be supporting Children in Need today, but we will not be asking parents to contribute. As the
year goes on we will review different events to see what is possible.
One event we would like to try to make possible is the wonderful EYFS nativity… This year it won't be a
nativity as we know it, and parents won't be able to come in to school - but we will see how we can
make the end to the term special for all the children.
I hope you all have a lovely weekend,
Claire Majumdar
Head Teacher
P.S Whatever you are feeding your children during holidays, slow down, they have all returned looking
very tall and grown up!

NURSERY

Welcome back to school!
This weeks theme we have been learning about is called “Sensational Senses”.
Seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting and touching are the gateways through which we learn about the
world around us. Our senses are our windows to the world. Our children learn and remember best when
they are using many of the five senses at the same time.
Keep checking the online learning for some extra work on this topic.
RECEPTION

Welcome back, we hope the children enjoyed their half term break! This week’s topic we have
been learning about is called 'Head to Toe'. Children have always been curious about their
bodies and its functions. The theme ‘Head to Toe’ is designed, therefore, to help them learn what the
body parts are and how they work. We began with the amazing brain and then we learnt about the five
senses and how we use them every day. Keep checking the online learning for some extra work around
the topic.
YEAR 1

It has been a great week back in Year 1.
In Maths we have been learning about shapes and patterns and we have looked at recognising patterns
in our environment.
We have been learning about the 7 continents of the world and focusing on Europe by looking at some
characteristics of this area.
We have been practising our phonics and working hard on our writing.
YEAR 2

It has been lovely to welcome back Year 2 after the two week break. The children have all come back
ready to learn and have been very working hard! This week in Science we have been continuing to learn
about different materials and their properties. We have conducted an experiment feeling different
objects and discussing the materials that they are made out of.
We have also been thinking about their properties and how the materials are suited for their different
purposes. In Geography, we are starting to learn about the world's oceans and their qualities. This week
we have focused on tropical oceans and the wide variety of creatures that might be found there!
In RE, we are going to be learning all about Islam and we cannot wait!
As you are aware the Phonics Screening Check is coming up and we have been practising our phonics
every day and are starting to be able to compare different sounds and how they can be created using
different digraphs. Please ask you children about their phonics and make sure that they are practising as
much as possible at home too! We hope that this term continues in the way that it has started - the children have been fantastic!
YEAR 3

Year 3 is so happy to be back in school after a well deserved two week break. We are feeling
refreshed, energized and ready for the new term.
We have learnt so much this week!
In Maths we are learning how to round to the nearest 10 and 100.
In Science we have started our new topic, named Rocks. We are so excited to explore different types of
rocks and learn how they are formed. In Geography we are continuing to learn about biodiversity and
the Amazon. There are so many interesting animals and species living there!

YEAR 4

Year 4 are feeling refreshed after a lovely two week break!! Learning is in full swing and we started on
some exciting new topics. In Science we are learning about Electricity and in Geography we are learning
about Natural Disasters.
The children have had fun building electrical circuits and drawing an electrical circuit using scientific
symbols. We also identified electrical appliances around the house!
In Maths, we have converted meters and kilometers and worked out the perimeter of rectangles. We
encourage the children to practice these skills at home!
In the second to last week of this term (the week beginning the 7th of December), we are planning on
having a very exciting Design and Technology week. Please can we ask you to start collecting materials
at home for eg: bottle tops (any size), cardboard (cereal boxes or any other small boxes), small plastic
bottles or any other 'recyclable' materials from around the house. We ask for the children to bring
these items in from the 3rd of December. Please don't bring these in before then. Thank you!

YEAR 5

In Year 5 we have loved being back at school!! We have been working very hard!
In Maths we have been looking at time tables and how to read their data!
In Geography we have been looking at how Global warming has affected our planet and we have
started to create our own case studies and presentations on three different events that are linked with
Global warming!
In Science we have started our new topic on Earth and Space. In our first lesson we looked at how the
earth orbits the Sun and how the moon orbits the Earth!
We did some fun experiments to help us understand how these three object’s orbit one another!

YEAR 6
After a well-deserved two week break, it has been great to welcome back Year 6!

They have adapted very well to the few adjustments that were made to their groupings.
Considering it was such a short space of time, we were really pleased with the vast improvements that
we saw from the outcomes from the last round of testing. We have three more teaching weeks
remaining before the next round of practise tests so we are well under way to continue the rapid
progresses that have already been made.
In Science this week, we have begun exploring our new topic that is Electricity! Armed with wires,
batteries and bulbs, the pupils worked together to create a simple series circuit and then with their
additional equipment they explored how to brighten the bulb. They really enjoyed this activity and
have made a fantastic start to this topic.
In Geography we are on the verge of delving into case studies relating to natural resources found
around the world - watch this space for some exciting research coming their way!

It has been lovely to see all of our pupils return to us! Attendance has been around 94% this week which
is a good start and we can only get better. Year 2 have had an amazing week and each day have been at
98% - fantastic! Those pupils will really be making the most of their learning and working to achieve
their full potential.
Year 6 is a year group that we are closely monitoring at the moment – their attendance is 91% and at
such a critical point in their schooling, we need to ensure they are in every single day.
Learning moves at a fast pace and children who are off school regularly might fall behind.

Children who also have poor attendance are also more likely to struggle with friendships and
socialisation – learning is very important but school covers a wide range of skills which our pupils need
to learn so if they are not here, they may miss out.
Of course we do not expect children to be at school if they are unwell but if you are unsure, please
speak to a member of staff on the playground or call the office and we can advise you in the hope your
child can stay at school.
Sometimes children may say they have a stomach ache or feel unwell but when they get in to school,
they are fine. You know your child best however, and if they are too unwell to be here, please notify us.
Persistent absence (under 90% attendance) is currently something we need to change - too many of our
children are falling in to this category. We will be informing parents shortly if their child’s attendance is
under 90% and what steps may be taken to ensure this improves. Please note that COVID related
absences are not in this category (there is a separate code for this) so if you have had to isolate, your
child’s attendance will not be affected.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

SEND reviews have taken place for children in EYFS. If your child is already accessing support for Special Educational Needs in
Year 1 to Year 6, meetings will be taking place in November and December. These meetings will take place via Zoom and Mrs
Booth will be sending the link out to you shortly.
If you have any new questions related to Special Educational Needs and support your child may need, please speak to your
child’s teacher first.
You can also get in touch via email with details of your enquiry
Email Address: sendco@tudoracademy.org
In addition Mrs Booth our SENDCO will also be available in the playground between 8:45 to 9am and 2:45 to 3:05pm on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Reminder: We understand pick up might take a little longer than usual, but we are opening our gates
earlier and closing them later.
Please respect other parents space when on the school premises and remember to wear a mask unless
you are exempt and please follow the queuing system when collecting your child by respectfully keeping
the distance between yourself and the parent in front of you in the queue.

WORD OF THE WEEK
Our ‘Word of the week’ is Immunology
Definition: Immunology is the study of the immune system.
Our immune system protects us from
illness.
Example to use in a sentence: The doctors research has been in immunology.

Please encourage your child to use the word Immunology as many times as possible!

STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021
AUTUMN TERM Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)
Half Term Break Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)
Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)
Christmas Break Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021
SPRING TERM Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)
Half Term Break Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021
Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)
Easter Break Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021
SUMMER TERM Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)
May Day Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2021
Half Term Break Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2021
Monday 7 June – Friday 23 July 2021 (35 days)

INSET
Wednesday 2 September 2020
Monday 26 July 2021 - STEP INSET

