Newsletter Friday 20th November 2020

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers,
Next week across Tudor Academy your children will be completing assessments in English and Maths.
Children arrived back in September with an exceptionally positive attitude to their learning and they
have worked hard all term. However, we recognise there has been a learning gap as they have missed 4
months of their schooling during lockdown.
We have particularly noticed a gap in the childrens phonics understanding, reading fluency and
timetables recall.
Due to Covid and the bubble restrictions we do not have the full programme of interventions running.
However, we do have interventions running for key areas and we have also adjusted the timetable so
that teachers have more time to focus on the gaps we have identified.
Alongside this, we have a focussed 1:1 tuition programme in place.
If you have time at home and want to support your child further we have loaded phonic work on to the
school website and Google Classrooms, you can also read with them regularly and ensure they know
their times tables.
As you know, our children do achieve exceptionally highly in statutory testing and we are determined
that the time they have had away from school will not adversely affect their academic success.
I hope you all have a lovely weekend,
Claire Majumdar.

Head Teacher

RECEPTION

Another amazing week of learning in Reception!
This week we have continued the theme ‘Head to Toe’.
In this topic your child had the opportunity to learn about some of the functions of the brain, heart,
lungs, stomach, muscles and bones.
The children had the opportunity to explore and create in the labs for this theme, they had the
opportunity to learn about and begin to appreciate their own remarkable bodies.
Next week your child will become more aware of the five sense organs—the eyes, ears, nose, tongue
and skin—and how they inform the brain about the body’s immediate environment.
Please continue to log onto the home learning on the Tudor Academy website.

YEAR 1

What a lovely week of learning it has been in Year 1!
In Maths, we have moved onto working with numbers greater than 20 and have started to use bead
strings to understand counting in groups of 10.
This week in Science we have been continuing to learn about different animal groups and have
particularly focused on humans. We have identified the different parts of a human body and how
important they are.
In Geography, we have been learning about United Kingdom and which countries are part of it.
In RE, we have started learning about Christianity and have enjoyed it so far - we are looking forward to
learning more about this religion over the next few weeks.
As you are aware we have sent out some reading books with your children to encourage reading for
leisure. Please can you ensure that you read these books with your children and return them to school
on a Tuesday so that your child can be given a new book on the Friday.
YEAR 2

We have had another week of excellent learning in Year 2!
In Science we have continued to look at materials and the children have been investigating the sources
and where they all come from.
In Geography, we have looked at different oceans and have discussed the different animals that you
can find in them.
The children have loved discovering how the animals are adapted to the climate in each ocean!
The children have been excellent mathematicians this week, they have learnt about bar models and
how to use them in word problems!
Please make sure that you are practising phonics at home this week again!

Home Reader Books for Years 3, 4 and 5.

Year 3, 4 and 5 are currently being assessed on their reading ages.
We are doing this so we can issue them with their home reading books.
Your child will be coming home with a reading book from the beginning of December.
Once the pupils are assessed and books issued please can you support the children to bring in
their books for renewal each Tuesday.
To support staff welfare, we must quarantine the books for 48 hours before renewing them, on a
Friday.
If you have any questions about your child's reading book, please do not hesitate to arrange to speak
to Mrs Campbell or your child’s class teacher (Tel: 01689 843103 to request a call back).

YEAR 4

This week in Year 4 we have been continuing our Science topic of Electricity.
This week we added different components into our electrical circuits.
In Geography, each class has been learning more about the mechanics behind Natural Disaster.
In Maths, we have been strengthening our knowledge of our times tables. This week have been
learning to multiply and divide by 10 & 100.
Just a gentle reminder, in the second to last week of this term (week beginning the 7th of December),
we have a very exciting Design and Technology week.
Please can we ask you to start collecting materials at home for eg: bottle tops (any size), cardboard
(cereal boxes or any other small boxes), small plastic bottles or any other 'recyclable' materials from
around the house. We ask for the children to bring these items in from the 3rd of December. Please
don't bring these in before then. Thank you!
YEAR 6

Year 6 has really hit the ground running since coming back after half-term!
This week we have continued to deepen our understanding of fractions in Maths and how to answer
questions.
In SFA, we have learnt about a characters' feelings and thoughts; using the text to explain our answers.
In Grammar sessions, we have been learning about different types clauses and the conjunctions that
join them.
In our Writing lessons, we are developing our understanding of how to write a setting for a horror
story, with detailed description and a creepy atmosphere.
All the class teachers are very proud of how the pupils are progressing in these areas.
In the afternoons, we have been increasing the pupils understanding of how electricity behaves and
creating series and parallel circuits.
To support the pupils' progress please can you allow them to practice their times tables daily on the
'Times Tables Rockstars' app or in the browser version. If you cannot get on the TTS app/website please
let us know and we will support you to access it.
Please also support the pupils to read regularly (at least 5 times a week) as this expands their
understanding of spelling, vocabulary and how to punctuate correctly (all of which are tested in the
SATs).
Please let us know if we can help in any way.

At this point we would like to politely remind you of the importance of notifying us when and why your
child is absent.
We need to closely monitor reasons for absence as we are sure you can appreciate, and when parents
are not letting us know, it does cause concern.
Parents are responsible for notifying us on the first day of the reason for absence and roughly how long
your child will be absent for. This can be done by telephone or ParentMail.
We always appreciate updates (we worry about our pupils and families and want to know you are well!)
and any medical evidence to support this is always a good idea.
If you provide evidence, we take a copy and place it in your child's folder in the office.
This means that if there is any query about attendance, we have proof.
Attendance is good at the moment and we want to ensure it stays that way.
Please remind your child of the importance of good handwashing and hygiene.
We do everything we can in school to keep our pupils, families and staff safe.
Our attendance as a school this week was 95.4% with the top year group being Year 4 with an amazing
97.4% for the week!

Outstanding - well done Year 4.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

SEND reviews are continuing to take place for children in EYFS. If your child is already accessing support for Special Educational
Needs in Year 1 to Year 6, meetings will be taking place in November and December. These meetings will take place via Zoom
and Mrs Booth will be sending the link out to you shortly.
If you have any new questions related to Special Educational Needs and support your child may need, please speak to your
child’s teacher first.
You can also get in touch via email with details of your enquiry
Email Address: sendco@tudoracademy.org
In addition Mrs Booth our SENDCO will also be available in the playground between 8:45 to 9am and 2:45 to 3:05pm on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Reminder: We understand pick up might take a little longer than usual, but we are opening our gates
earlier and closing them later.
Please respect other parents space when on the school premises and remember to wear a mask unless
you are exempt and please follow the queuing system when collecting your child by respectfully keeping the distance between yourself and the parent in front of you in the queue.

WORD OF THE WEEK
Our ‘Word of the week’ is Organism
Definition: An individual animal, plant or single-celled life form
Example to use in a sentence: A human being is a very interesting organism

Please encourage your child to use the word Organism as many times as possible!

STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021
AUTUMN TERM Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)
Half Term Break Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)
Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)
Christmas Break Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021
SPRING TERM Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)
Half Term Break Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021
Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)
Easter Break Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021
SUMMER TERM Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)
May Day Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2021
Half Term Break Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2021
Monday 7 June – Friday 23 July 2021 (35 days)

INSET
Wednesday 2 September 2020
Monday 26 July 2021 - STEP INSET

