Newsletter Friday 23rd October 2020

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers,
I cannot believe we are at the end of half term already! This academic year we will have a two week half
term break. When this was agreed we never could have foreseen how much this would be necessary
during this academic year!
Your children will go home today ready to access learning via Google Classroom.
We know this is going to be a tricky year with lots of unknowns ahead, so should we go in to any kind of
closure or lockdown, Goggle Classroom will then be used for children to access 'live' lessons.
They will also be able to immediately message their teacher for help and have their work marked so you
can see how well our children have understood the learning.
We know that nothing can replace being in the classroom with their teacher, but we hope this will mean
children can still access the learning and support they need.
We hope you all have a lovely half term break. We look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 9th
November 2020,
Claire Majumdar
Head Teacher
Platinum Winners
Zaharah, Ricky-Lee
Zian-Li, Oliver

NURSERY: We have had an amazing week in Nursery! Our theme this week was Fun with Families. You

are a very important part of building our classroom community, as families are the most important
influence on children’s lives. The theme will give children the opportunity to explore roles within
families and to develop language about families. We will focus on being part of a family, different kinds
of families and also friends feeling like they can be family.
RECEPTION: We can't believe it is half term already! This week we have been continuing the theme

'Those Nearest and Dearest' and we have focused on maintaining friendships.
Some children may have already formed bonds with a few classmates, while others may still
need assistance in doing so. This theme allowed children to think of different ways children can help
each other. We used stories to help the children to learn to share with one another.
Have a lovely half term! We will see you soon!
YEAR 1: What a great week of learning Year 1! This week we have been fantastic Scientists and have

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, as we conducted our magnetism investigations. We have made sensible
predictions about the materials that would be magnetic and then used our fair testing skills to test our
objects.
In Maths, we have started our new unit about shapes and have explored a range of 2D and 3D shapes.
We can now use a range of vocabulary to identify and describe the properties of different shapes. In
Geography we have become experts at identifing the different continents and oceans of the world and
we have been having lots of fun learning songs to help us. Well done to you all for such a
superb half term that was full of great learning! We look forward to seeing you after the half term to
continue our learning journey.
YEAR 2: Year 2 have had a fantastic end to the half term! We would like to say a huge well done to

everyone for trying so hard in all of their subjects, being so sensible with all the new rules and for
brightening our days with their big cheesy grins! This week in Maths we have been learning about
addition and subtraction of two-digit numbers. We have used dienes, numbers and lines and dots to
represent tens and ones.
We have also been working super hard in our Phonics to practise for the screening check which you
received a parentmail message about. The email contained links to enable you to access free learning
websites. Your child will be receiving a phonics booklet for you to practise with them over half term. In
PE we have been learning how to catch and throw!
Have a lovely half term and we look forward to seeing you all in two weeks!
YEAR 3: We can't believe it is half-term already! It has been an exceptionally busy, yet productive start

to the year. We have been so proud of how the children have shown such commitment and passion
towards their learning, and not only coped with the challenging circumstances but have thrived and
excelled. They are an absolute credit to the school, as are you, so a massive thank you to you all for
being so supportive and accommodating. This week in our Maths lessons we have been looking at place
value, and consolidating our understanding of 3 digits numbers which will help us next term when we
come to add and subtract them. In SFA, the children have shown such positivity towards their
class texts, and have been focusing on increasing their fluency and expression when reading.
Please can we kindly ask that during the half-term break you continue to read with your child and ask
them questions about the book they are reading. In our Science lesson we have been investigating the
poles of a magnet and how they can attract or repel each other. The children have also researched and
written detailed fact files on organisms that live in the Amazon rainforest. In RE we have been
discussing the Hindu festival of Raksha Bandham, and have designed colourful bracelets to give to our
loved ones.
Well done Year 3, keep up the good work and enjoy your holiday!

YEAR 4:

Another exciting and busy week in Year 4! We have been lucky enough to recreate our own Volcanic
eruption using baking soda, vinegar and washing up liquid. It's fair to say it was pretty cool and exciting
and kids have learnt so much about natural disasters. We have also been very busy in Science this week
testing out different sound proofing materials and thinking about why we need to protect our hearing
and ears. Don't forget to continue using Mathletics with your children. The work on the site relates to
the work we've been doing in class. It's hard to believe it's the end of the first half term already but it's
a well deserved break for the children, stay safe everyone and enjoy some time off.
YEAR 5:
We cannot believe it's the last week of the term! To finish this term off we concluded our Science lessons

where we had been learning about 'Forces'. 2020 has been a terrible year for some, especially those
who have lost their homes and loved ones to wild fires. In Geography, we have started to think about
the causes of wild fires and if there is a particular trend of the places where these fires occur. In our
Mathematics lessons, we have been interpreting and creating line graphs.
Did your child create one at home? If so, what data did they collect?
From everyone in Year 5, have a restful autumn break.
YEAR 6:
The Year Group has now assessed every child's reading level so the pupils will soon be given a reading

book to read and enjoy at home with you. These books are based on the assessment of the children's
reading skills, so they should be able to access them easily and support their speed, accuracy and
expression when reading. Please read with your child 10 minutes every night, looking at the pictures,
reading the words and asking them about what is happening in the story. Books will be issued every
Friday and books MUST be returned on Tuesday, so the books can be quarantined for 48 hours in the
classroom and then reissued on Fridays. Reading books returned late will make the quarantining of the
books difficult for school staff so please return them each Tuesday to support the smooth process of
changing them on Fridays.
Please sign the pupils reading records to show that they have read, whilst letting us know what they
found easy or tricky so we can work in partnership with you to support their reading.
Thank you for your support with this and if you have any questions please contact the Year 6 teachers
or email the school office : office@tudoracademy.org or phone the office: 01689 843103 and leave a
message for Mrs Campbell (who is the school's lead for Reading) to discuss them.

With the first half term drawing to a close, our attendance and punctuality has been really good.
Despite the challenging circumstances, we really wish to thank all of our parents and carers who have
ensured their children attend school as much as possible. The result of this has been great attendance
for Tudor Academy! Why not take a look and see how our classes have done?
Nursery: Peter Pomegranate AM – 89% Peter Pomegranate PM – 88%
Reception: Ark Royal – 94%

Golden Hind – 93%

Year 1: Hatfield House – 96%

Leeds Castle – 96%

Year 2: Hampton Court Palace – 94%
Year 3: Henry Tudor – 96%
Year 5: Anne Boleyn – 97%
Year 6: Anne of Cleeves – 89%

Hever Castle – 96%

Thomas Wolsey – 89%

Year 4: William Shakespeare – 91%

Mary Rose – 95%
Ludlow Castle – 93%
Elizabeth Tudor – 93%

Francis Drake – 95%

Walter Raleigh – 95%

Catherine of Aragon – 96% Jane Seymour – 93%
Catherine Howard – 91%

Catherine Parr – 92%

Our target is 97% so very well done to 5 Anne Boleyn who have reached that!
As you can see, many classes are near that so we are really pleased. This means the whole school
attendance for this half term is 93%. This is some way off our target but we can do it! Teachers have
discussed attendance with families during our parents evening telephone calls, and we know parents
realise the importance of attending school every day, especially in these times.
Every minute your child is at school counts!
Have a restful half term and we cannot wait to see all of our pupils back on Monday 9th November 2020.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

SEND reviews have taken place for children in EYFS. If your child is already accessing support for Special Educational Needs in
Year 1 to Year 6, meetings will be taking place in November and December. These meetings will take place via Zoom and Mrs
Booth will be sending the link out to you shortly.
If you have any new questions related to Special Educational Needs and support your child may need, please speak to your
child’s teacher first.
You can also get in touch via email with details of your enquiry
Email Address: sendco@tudoracademy.org
In addition Mrs Booth our SENDCO will also be available in the playground between 8:45 to 9am and 2:45 to 3:05pm on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Reminder: We understand pick up might take a little longer than usual, but we are opening our gates
earlier and closing them later.
Please respect other parents space when on the school premises and remember to wear a mask unless
you are exempt and please follow the queuing system when collecting your child by respectfully keeping
the distance between yourself and the parent in front of you in the queue.

WORD OF THE WEEK
Our ‘Word of the week’ is Observe
Definition: Observe means to see or notice something

Example use in a sentence: Children find it interesting to observe their families and learn from them.

Please encourage your child to use the word Observe as many times as possible!

STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021
AUTUMN TERM Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)
Half Term Break Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)
Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)
Christmas Break Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021
SPRING TERM Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)
Half Term Break Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021
Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)
Easter Break Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021
SUMMER TERM Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)
May Day Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2021
Half Term Break Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2021
Monday 7 June – Friday 23 July 2021 (35 days)

INSET
Wednesday 2 September 2020
Monday 26 July 2021 - STEP INSET

Academy Improvement Plan

DIVERSITY

(1.2) DIVERSITY
To develop a curriculum that reflects the diversity of our community as well as the United Kingdom as a whole and
enables our pupils to become global citizens
There has been a global pandemic, not only in relation to COVID-19, but also in recognition of the systemic racism that
filters through our society. Curriculum reform has a large part to play in ensuring we educate our children towards an
equal world.
We must shape our curriculum to meet the needs of our community, both in terms of exposing our pupils to other cultures as well and deepening their knowledge of their own culture and locality. Our duty in response to #BLM movement
is to ensure these issues are always at the forefront of our minds when designing our curriculum, so that our pupils are
fully aware and engaged citizens of society

December 2020:
September INSET day and on-going all staff to discuss ‘unconscious bias’ and what this means to them and our
responsibility as educators to ensure the curriculum we deliver is actively anti-racist
By December 2020 all SFA, library and book corner books to be audited.
All SFA texts taught in class will have been audited and strategically mapped to ensure teachers are made aware of explicit links to other cultures and the sociohistorical and political contexts of the texts we teach. In addition to this, representation of writers from diversity communities who tell stories that are not necessarily driven by dealing with issues of
race and discrimination must also be present to create a balanced and enriched representation.
Time planned for P4C sessions where children have the opportunity to discuss and share ideas and discuss key topics

April 2021:
STEM subjects have historically had underrepresentation of people from Black and minority ethnic communities
to combat this we will explore raising the profile of famous BAME figures in STEM through our wider curriculum as well as
seeking out opportunities for visits to the school from members of the STEM community such as through the charity
‘Generating Genius’
The wider curriculum will be considered in terms of relations to locality that can draw out diversity (the Black Tudors by
Miranda Kaufmann for example as New Addington has strong historical connections with the Tudors).

July 2021: CPD to be delivered around the inclusive classroom and how this extends beyond SEND to ideas of
representation from all intersects of society.
STEP Leaders review of STEP wide curriculum and unconscious bias.

STEP Leaders
training / guest
speaker
focussing on
racial literacy

September INSET
day to discuss
Anti-racism
(unconscious
bias) and the 5
areas set out by
STEP Academy
Trust CEO.

Class names
learning at the
beginning of the
academic year to
be reviewed and
ensure there is
explicit coverage
of Anti-racism

SFA, Library and
book corners to be
audited by all staff.
New books to be
bought to ensure
diversity across the
reading books the
children have access
to

Staff CPD to ensure
staff are equipped
with the skills and
knowledge to
properly deliver the
curriculum.
Opportunity built in
to the curriculum
for children to
openly discuss
topics and share
their thoughts

Audit of STEM
subjects / linked to
staff CPD to ensure
breadth across the
curriculum.
Visits organised from
BAME leaders
members of the
community to share
their journey

