
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER 

Newsletter Friday 27th November 2020  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Winter is definitely here! I'm hoping this means we will have snow over the Christmas holidays!  
For me that would mean the year could at least end with some fun playing outside in the snow for our 
children (and adults)! 

This week across the Academy your children have completed assessments.  
We sent these off to be marked so we do not know the results yet. But certainly the way in which all the 
children have approached the testing has shown their extremely positive attitudes and 
their commitment to do well.  We will update you all as soon as we know results. 

Just a reminder that we will be raising money for Save the Children on 11th December.  
Children are allowed to wear Christmas jumpers that day and any bottoms of their choice.  
It is Christmas lunch that day too, so we will make it special!  
Please do not feel any pressure to contribute money as times are difficult for everyone at the moment. 
As you are already aware, in recognition of this we have limited the number of fundraising events we 
have hosted this year.  

We are also collecting for the food bank, which this year is struggling more than ever.  
So if you prefer to contribute some food items, I know they will be gratefully received by families across 
our community.  

Please wrap up warm and have a lovely weekend, 

Claire Majumdar 

Headteacher 

All children in Years 1-6 should bring their PE kit 
into school on a Monday and take it home on a  
Friday to be washed.  

This means every child has a suitable kit to take 
part in weekly PE lessons as it is sometimes  
necessary for a class to have PE on a different 
day of the week. 



 

 

NURSERY 

We have been loving learning in Nursery this week! This week our topic was called 'Autumn Antics'. In 
this topic we looked at the changes that occur during Autumn, including changes in the weather, in the 
habits and behaviours of animals, in the trees and in what people do. As you notice these changes, talk 
about them with your children to reinforce what they are learning in school.   Ask your children what 
they talked about in school each day to help them remember the activity. Please continue to log on to 
the home learning as we have uploaded more activities around this topic.  

RECEPTION 

We have all been working so hard in Reception! We have noticed it has started to get extremely cold 
and wet as we begin to creep into Winter time. This week we have been looking at seasons and how 
they've changed. Our topic this week has been 'Seasons of Plenty'.  

The focus of ‘Season of Plenty’ will be on the why and how of seasonal changes and what those changes 
mean in terms of your child’s life, as well as the lives of farmers, plants and animals. In Maths we 
looked at numbers and understanding the value, quantity and recognition of that number.   
Please continue to log onto the home learning where we have provided extra resources for these  
topics.  

YEAR 1 

This week in Year 1 we have been finding one more and one less than a number using a number line to 
help us. We have also been focusing on recapping all the amazing learning we have been doing in 
Maths and even learnt to tell an o'clock and half past time!  

We have been working hard to answer reading comprehension questions independently and have been 
learning all about Christianity in RE. We have also been learning about the UK, looking at its four  
countries and learning about their capital cities.  

Keep up the amazing work Year 1! 

YEAR 2 

In Year 2 we have worked super hard this week! As well as trying our best and showing lots of positivity 
and dedication towards our Maths and Reading tests, we have designed and began sewing our DT  
project – hand puppets! Our hand puppets are based on characters from The Gingerbread Man and it 
has been wonderful to see the children concentrating hard to weave the needle and thread through the 
felt (don’t worry – the needles are plastic!). In Maths we have finished learning about bar models and 
will be moving onto measurements next week!  
Have a restful weekend and we look forward to seeing your smiles again on Monday! 

YEAR 3 

It has been a fantastic week in Year 3, the children have shown brilliant commitment and passion to all 
of their learning. In Reading and Maths this week, we have been assessing the children, and we could 
not be more proud of what they have achieved so far - keep up the excellent work Year 3!  
In our Maths lesson, we have been looking at adding and subtracting two 3-digit numbers and have 
been using different strategies to find the totals and difference. In Science we have looked at how fossils 
are formed and the difference between these and bones. It seems that we have quite a few "rock and 
fossil experts" in the year group! In our Geography lesson we have continued to look at the Amazon 
rainforest and can now explain some of the reasons why it is being destroyed.  
Finally, in RE we have had a more in depth look at the Muslim faith and have drawn our own Islamic 
symbols.  



 

 

YEAR 4 

Another busy week in year 4. As you know, the children have been completing some assessments and 
have shown such positive attitudes towards them. Our afternoons have carried on as normal and we 
have been busy carrying out investigations all about conductors and insulators as well as learning more 
about our case studies in Geography. Just a quick note to also say the children will be completing a  
multiplication check at the end of year 4 and need to be able to recall these facts really quickly. An easy 
way you can help your child prepare is helping them recall the facts and helping them log into to their  
Timetables Rock stars accounts as this is a really fun way for them to practice and learn.  

YEAR 5 

Firstly, the teachers in Year 5 would like to say each child looked extremely smart for their school photo.  
We are also grateful for the dedication the children are putting into their weekly homework. In Mr 
James' class, we have had 21 children who have completed their homework every week since the start of 
September!  
This week in Science, Year 5 have learnt about the phases of the moon. We also found out that the moon 
is not a light source.  
Furthermore, we are preparing for our class presentations on the case studies we have been  
researching. What case study has your child been researching? 

The Year Group has now assessed every child's reading level so today the pupils will have received a 
reading book to read and enjoy at home with you. These books are based on the assessment of the chil-
dren's reading skills, enabling them to support their speed, accuracy and also expression when reading.  
Please read with your child for 10 minutes every night, reading the words and asking them to explain  
what is happening in the story. Should they struggle with any words we ask that they write those at the 
bottom of their reading journal for their teacher’s to check.  
Please sign the pupils' reading records to show that they have read the book, also let us know what 
they found easy or tricky so we can work in partnership with you to support their reading.  
Books will be issued every Friday and books MUST be returned for changing on Tuesday’s, however if the 
book will take longer to read due to its size then please keep books for longer.  

The books have to be quarantined for 48 hours and then changed on Friday and re-issued. If books are 
returned later than a Tuesday, this makes the quarantining of the books difficult for school staff  

YEAR 6 

We are steaming ahead through the weeks of this half term. Already we have become masters of  
making electrical circuits, have delved into classic texts in SFA and are refining our chilling ghost story 
openings. Fabulous fractions have been on the menu for a number of weeks, however we are wrapping 
that up in time for next week's assessments.  
In R.E, we have been researching how Christmas is enjoyed all over the world and are also using the 
iPads to research the use of water and potential conflicts it could cause between Egypt and Sudan.  
Finally, we have stepped back onto the pitch to polish our fielding skills whilst learning new skills in 
striking using bats.  

CALLING ALL CEREAL EATERS AND SHOE BUYERS!!! We will be embarking on a DT project in a couple of 

weeks whereby cereal and shoe boxes are the base of our structure. Please could we ask you to start 

collecting as many as you can them and gradually bringing them in. We will quarantine them before 

they are used.  



 

 

 

 

SCIENTIST OF THE MONTH 

Dr. Emmanuelle Charpentier and Dr. Jenifer A Doudna, were jointly 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry, for their work in 2012 on a 

new genetic editing method.  
Excitingly, this is currently being applied to experimental  
treatments for sickle cell disease and cancer therapies.  

Together, Charpentier and Doudna are the sixth and seventh  
women to receive a Nobel Prize in Chemistry.  

After high levels of success using their methods had been seen by 
other Scientists all over the world, their work is now being  

recognised in 2020!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all of our parents and carers who noted our request in last week's Newsletter to ensure 
we know why your child is absent by notifying us.  Good communication is so important and we want to 
work with parents as all of us have our pupils best interests at heart. 

A few weeks ago our persistent absence level was 20%.  That meant that 20% of our pupils from  
Reception to Year 6 had under 90% attendance.  These absences are not COVID-19 related and therefore 
causes us a lot of concern.  That is a lot of schooling missed and those children could potentially, if the 
poor absence continues, not do as well as we or you would hope.  However, this week we have much 
happier news.....that number has now gone down to 15% which is much more in line with the national 
average.  Of course, 15% of our children is still too many and we need to get that number even smaller! 

Lots of research has been conducted into persistent absence and the effects it has both socially and  
educationally.  It is never to late to help your child's attendance improve.  Our year groups with the  
highest amount of persistent absentees are Years 3 and 6.  However, it is great news for Year 5 who only 
have 7 children with under 90% attendance. 

Children have been affected greatly by the pandemic and one of the best things parents can do now is to 
ensure pupils are in school every day now.  Of course children become unwell but this should be the  
only reason why they are absent.  As we say....every day counts! 

Pupils who attend school regularly are likely to leave school with more qualifications 
and increased access to employment opportunities than children with persistent  
absence. Children with persistent absence are at increased risk of involvement in crime, 
child exploitation and anti-social behaviour. 
 

PLATINUM WINNERS!!! 

Lopez, Logan, Zaharah, Rashidatu, 

Skye, Marco 



 

 

 

 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)  

 

SEND reviews are continuing to take place in November and December. These meetings will take place via Zoom and Mrs 

Booth will be sending the link out to you shortly.  

If you have any new questions related to Special Educational Needs and support your child may need, please speak to your 

child’s teacher first.  

You can also get in touch via email with details of your enquiry  

Email Address: sendco@tudoracademy.org  

In addition Mrs Booth our SENDCO will also be available in the playground between 8:45 to 9am and 2:45 to 3:05pm on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

 

WORD OF THE WEEK 

 
Our ‘Word of the week’ is Research 

 
Definition:   To study a subject 

 
Example to use in a sentence:   The scientists were excited to begin their research 

 
 

Please encourage your child to use the word “Research” as many times as possible! 

Reminder: We understand pick up might take a little longer  than usual, but we are opening our gates 

earlier and closing them later.  

Please respect other parents space when on the school premises and remember to wear a mask unless 

you are exempt and please follow the queuing system when collecting your child by respectfully keep-

ing the distance between yourself and the parent in front of you in the queue. 

mailto:sendco@tudoracademy.org


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021  
 
AUTUMN TERM Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)  
 
Half Term Break Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)  
 
Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days) 
  
Christmas Break Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021  
 
SPRING TERM Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days) 
  
Half Term Break Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021 
  
Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days) 
  
Easter Break Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021  
 
SUMMER TERM Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)  
 
May Day Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2021 
  
Half Term Break Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2021  
 
Monday 7 June – Friday 23 July 2021 (35 days)  
 
 
INSET  
Wednesday 2 September 2020  
Monday 26 July 2021 - STEP INSET 


